Approved Minutes 

Virginia-DC Soccer Hall of Fame Annual Meeting

Saturday, February 4, 2006

VYSA Workshop - Richmond Convention Center 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Len Oliver, Chairman, Jim Sadowski, President, MDCVSA, Mavis Derflinger,  Past President of VYSA, Adele Dolansky, Past President, VYSA, Anne Thompson VYSA Board Member, Julie Caramanica VYSA Administrator, Scott Miller, DC United Senior Account Executive and Ben Hawkins, DC United Sales Representative.
The meeting was called to order at 9:00am by Chairman, Len Oliver.  Len distributed the meeting agenda to all in attendance.  After introductions Scott Miler and Ben Hawkins extended the regrets of Fred Matthes, DC United Director of Box Office who was unable to attend the meeting.

The committee discussed the nomination/selection process.  Len explained that, since the Hall of Fame was established, he has been resubmitting previous year’s nominees on the ballot list.  After discussion the motion was made by Adele Dolansky and seconded by Mavis Derflinger, that the official list of nominees contains only those persons who have been nominated during that current year.  Furthermore, if a nominee is NOT selected then said nominee may only be placed on the succeeding year’s ballot if they are formally nominated.  The motion passed.
There was also discussion as to the current criteria for nominations.  It was asked that the criteria be distributed to committee members for review.  It was so noted by Julie that the criteria are on the VYSA Website.

Committee Structure and responsibilities of Committee Members was also discussed.  Len noted that there were committee members who have not participated in the voting of nominees for the Hall of Fame.  All present were in agreement that it is important that Committee Members fulfill their responsibilities (i.e. meeting attendance, discussion forums and voting).  Therefore, upon conclusion of this topic a motion was made by Adele Dolansky and seconded by Jim Sadowski that Dennis Lee be dropped from the committee for repeatedly not sending in his voting ballot.  In addition, it was suggested that any committee members who did not vote in this recent election be notified that if they do not vote in the next election they will be brought up for removal at the next annual meeting.
Nominations from VYSA-Affiliated Clubs:  The Committee discussed involving VYSA-Affiliated Clubs in the nomination process.  VYSA’s office will find ways to let the Virginia-DC clubs know about the Hall, the nomination process, and be encouraged to submit nominations.

Veterans Committee:  Len announced that last year at the Annual Meeting a Veterans Committee was established within the Virginia-DC Soccer Hall of Fame Committee.  Committee members were Walter Durkin, Mavis Derflinger,  Adele Dolansky and Chair, Len Oliver.  After discussion on procedures etc., it was the consensus of those present that the Veterans Committee would present a slate of nominees for the Veterans Category.   The Virginia-DC Soccer Hall of Fame Committee would then cast their vote as to the selection of inductees.

Workshop Recognition/Awards:  Julie asked for input from the Committee members regarding the type of awards given out at the Workshop and at the recognition event held at RFK Stadium.  She said she wanted to make sure all were pleased with the award given.  
Scott Miller and Ben Hawkins announced that the Hall of Fame recognition Day at RFK Stadium would be Saturday, May 13th at 7:30pm, DC United vs Kansas.  It was also the consensus of those present that the presentation of the Hall of Fame members continue to be held “on the field” at halftime and if someone did not wish to partake in this part of the event that would be fine.  It was also announced that there would be a reception before the game.  Everyone was reminded that each Hall of Fame member attending would receive two (2) comp tickets to the game and discount tickets would be available for any additional family and friends that would want to come to the game.  It was also mentioned that tickets may be able to be mailed to attendees before the game so they would not have to go to the will-call window.
Anne Thompson reminded everyone that Sunday, May 14th was Mother’s Day and it would be nice to come up with a plan to do something special for all the Mothers that attend the game.  Everyone was in agreement that this was a terrific idea.

D.C. United Future Stadium Complex:  Scott Miller and Ben Hawkins discussed the layout of the future complex for DC United that is to be completed in approximately three (3) years.  They said that there would be six (6) fields that would surround the center stadium and wanted input to the idea of having some sort of display of Hall of Fame Members at this site.  It was suggested that on the walk way to the fields that bricks could be laid with the names of the members or a brick wall be established with the names of the members.  All those present thought that these two ideas were really good ones to consider.  
There was also a discussion regarding additional funding (outside of DC United) that could assist in the completion of either a brick walkway or wall honoring the Hall of Fame inductees.  Mavis Derflinger mentioned that years ago she contributed $15,000.00 to the Washington Area Girls Soccer League (WAGS) for ODP Scholarships and, to the best of her knowledge, those monies had yet to be used by the League.  She said that she would contact WAGS to have them transfer, in her name, to VYSA the $15,000.00.  These funds would be earmarked for the Virginia-DC Soccer Hall of Fame landmark at the new DC United stadium.
It was also discussed that VYSA, in their newsletter, request their affiliates to please consider donating to the Virginia-DC Soccer Hall of Fame for their awards and financial expenses.  It was also suggested that a flyer be sent with the minutes of their monthly meetings to their clubs and leagues soliciting for donations.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00am.

